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night raiding, which had ceased in May, 1941, suddenly recom-
menced in April, 1942, with the series of so-called " Baedeker "
raids on cathedral cities and open towns, followed in May by low
flying daylight attacks on coastal areas, which continued with
periodical interruptions well into the summer of 1943. The
problem of dealing with these was no easy one, and only moderate
success was attained, largely by reason of the inadequate number
of guns, the bulk of which produced during the period had to be
sent to the Far East.
Raiding activity was a prominent feature in the work of the land
forces in Britain all through the latter part of 1941 and 1942. Among
the earliest operations of this nature were the raid on Cap d'Alprech
in June, 1940, a second on Guernsey in the following month, and a-
third on the Casquet lighthouse, a few weeks later. In March, 1941
a more ambitious expedition did considerable damage to the enemy
in the Lofoten Islands off the coast of Norway. In August a small
force of British and Canadian troops was landed on Spitzbergen,
and put out of action the mines and industrial plant without hostile
interference by the enemy. All these operations were undertaken
under the direction of the Combined Operations Directorate, the
first chief of which, Admiral Sir Roger Keyes, was succeeded in
October, 1941, by Lord Louis Mountbatten. A second raid on the
Lofoten Islands took place in December, 1941 ; the garrisons of
Maaloy and Vaagso were wiped out, shipping was sunk, and indus-
trial plant damaged. A successful raid on Bruneval, on the French
coast where the enemy had an important radio location station,
snapped an important link in the hostile system of anti-aircraft
defence in France. The culmination of this form of activity,
in which the most prominent part was played by specially
trained Commando troops, was the attack on March 28, 1942,
to destroy the harbour of St. Nazaire, the only one on the west coast
of France large enough to be used asa base for the newest German
battleships which were expected shortly to undertake shipping raids
in the Atlantic. A destroyer filled with explosives rammed the
dock gates and was there blown up, while commando troops
wreaked extensive destruction in the harbours and the submarine
basin. The object of the raid was fully accomplished, at a cost
which, though heavy, was officially declared not to be excessive in
view of its importance.
The most ambitious of these minor undertakings against the
French coast took place on August 19, 1942—the great raid on
Dieppe, in which were engaged a light naval squadron under
Captain Hughes-Hallett, a strong covering air force under Air
Marshal Leigh-Mallory, and six battalions of the 2nd Canadian
Division, a Canadian tank regiment, and three commandos, in
all some 7,000 men, under General Roberts. The four-fold purpose

